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Actuele lesbrief Engels – The Bayeux Tapestry

Voor de docent
Het tapijt van Bayeux is momenteel te zien in Londen. Het is een uniek historisch document dat veel vertelt over Normandische invasie van Engeland maar tegelijk ook veel vragen oproept die onbeantwoord blijven. Wanneer, waarom, door wie, voor wie het gemaakt werd, etc.
ERK-niveau
Lezen B1
Oriënterend lezen:
Kan in langere teksten op internet of in andere media informatie zoeken over thema's binnen het eigen interessegebied. (B1+ – LEB1-2b)
Lezen om informatie op te doen: 
Kan belangrijke feitelijke informatie begrijpen in korte verslagen en artikelen. (LEB1-3a)
Leesstrategieën – Kan de betekenis van zo nu en dan voorkomende onbekende woorden afleiden uit de context en de betekenis van zinnen herleiden, op voorwaarde dat het besproken onderwerp bekend is.
Luisteren B1
Kijken en luisteren naar audiovisuele media:
Kan de inhoudelijke informatie van het meeste opgenomen of uitgezonden geluidsmateriaal over onderwerpen van persoonlijk belang verstaan (B1+ LUB1-5b)

The Bayeux Tapestry is in some ways a very old comic strip.

Warming Up
You may use English-language Internet sources to help you.
a	Many crafts (ambachten) are forms of art. A lot of people do craft as a hobby, others earn their money with it. Name 3 or more crafts. 
b	The reading text mentions William The Conqueror. What is his Dutch name? Try guessing it first, then check if you guessed correctly.

Your Reading Text: What is the Bayeux Tapestry?
Read the text to learn five facts about the Bayeux Tapestry.






Words
a	Find the words and expressions in the text.
b	Connect the words and expressions that have the same meaning.
Tip: Carefully reading the words in the text can help you understand what they mean.
	1.	tapestry
	a.	chance

	2.	go on display
	b.	decorated with patterns or pictures of stitches, usually with coloured threads

	3.	opportunity
	c.	a fight between armies, especially during a war

	4.	embroidered
	d.	a great painting, book, piece of music, movie, etc.

	5.	masterpiece
	e.	a large piece of heavy cloth with a picture on it made with coloured threads

	6.	battle
	f.	a person who studies or writes about history 

	7.	invasion
	g.	pictures

	8.	historian
	h.	places where nuns (women who belong to a religious group) live

	9.	wealthiest
	i.	put somewhere for people to see

	10.	nunneries
	j.	still existing

	11.	illustrations
	k.	when an army enters another country by force in order to take control of it

	12.	surviving
	l.	with the most money, richest



Questions About the Text
a	What is the Bayeux Tapestry?
1	A famous work of art that was made for William The Conqueror in 1066.
2	A long piece of cloth with pictures of an important time in English history.
3	A masterpiece in which historians put clues about life in the Middle Ages.
4	A piece of cloth that was the reason for the battle between William and Harold.

b	Why is the Bayeux Tapestry in the news?
1	Because historians have found new clues in it about life in the Middle Ages.
2	Because it is about the Battle of Hastings, which happened exactly 960 ago.
3	Because it is shown in Britain for the first time in nearly 1,000 years.
4	Because it is the most famous work of art from the Middle Ages.

c	Who made the Bayeux Tapestry?
1	English nuns.
2	A group of experts.
3	We don’t know for sure.
4	Women from Bayeux.

Follow-up Task
Do one or both of the following assignments.
a	Plan your visit to the Bayeux Tapestry in London. Visit the British Museum website for all the details.
Write down the practical details, such as: museum address, dates of the exhibition, opening hours, ticket prices, etc.
b	Watch the video about the Bayeux Tapestry. Name 3 things that the tapestry doesn’t tell us.
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